THE   DEFENCE   OF  DEMOCRACY
values than the urban, and the instructed guardian of
a system of social relations which are concrete and
personal instead of abstract and impersonal, has
seldom any conception of the creative work he might
do in fostering an independent and specifically rural
view of life. Urban-minded, in the country he lives in
exile.
Nevertheless, my conviction is that the country par-
son is called to be an instrument of the regeneration
of the rural community at this crucial time: when its
traditions are fast decaying, and when the relative
autonomy of the rural community is more desperately
needed than ever to redress the balance of an urbanized
and centralized society. But this new situation finds
the country parson in general quite unprepared to
meet it. At the moment when he needs a conscious
understanding of the part he is called to play, he
wanders between two worlds. In the old days, the
parson could regard himself as a part of a stable order
in the countryside: he belonged to the gentry. To-day,
his position is too often equivocal. He has inherited the
remnants of an old status; but even where he possesses
the intellectual and personal dignity to correspond
with the status, the fact remains that the old'order is
disintegrating. The educational functions which used
to be fulfilled by the liberal-minded parson are now
fulfilled by other agencies; and it is becoming relatively
rare that the country parson is regarded by the edu-
cated people of a country parish as a free and equal
associate. He is, very often, the victim of a sense of
inferiority, for which he compensates by keeping his
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